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Thank You

remember hearing a song in
worship when I was growing
up called, “Thank You.” The
chorus of the song says,
“Thank you for giving to the Lord.
I am a life that was changed.
Thank you for giving to the

Christ, and provide discipleship
opportunities for believers to grow
in their faith and serve others.
Through prayer, God’s provisions,
and your faithful support, our
church’s ministries began to grow

specifically through what

Lord. I am so glad you The we have come to call
gave.” So, with a thankful “Family Ministry.”
heart let me say “thank you”  Pastor’s  We are now entering into

for giving to the Lord this
year. You may not know the
impact you have made this
year, but the Lord has blessed your
giving and lives have been
changed and transformed through
the ministries of this church.
Sometimes you may think that the
role you play is insignificant and
the impact amounts to little or
nothing. Don’t buy into that lie.
Every gift you have given this year
and every generous contribution
you have made has helped this
family of faith accomplish King-
dom building ministry. [ want to
share a little about how your giv-
ing this year has blessed the life of
this church and all those lives that
have been changed and trans-
formed.

Nearly three years ago, our
church’s leadership team began to
address needs for ministry in the
life of this church. We felt a heavy
burden that God wanted us to grow
in Christian education and disci-
pleship because our church was not
heavily involved in ministry that
was reaching out beyond Sunday
morning worship. The vision in-
cluded providing opportunities to
connect and grow in Christ during
the week, help children, youth, and
adults begin a relationship with

Message

our third year of “Family
Ministry” in the life of this
church and God has con-
tinued to be faithful as a founda-
tion has been laid. I wish I could
tell you that everyone in our con-
gregation jumped on board and
rolled up their sleeves to get busy
doing Kingdom building ministry.
However, some have moved into
the life of this church while others
have plugged into other congrega-
tions. We have learned that laying
a foundation takes time and is not
always easy. We have learned that
you have to count spiritual growth
before you can count numerical
growth when you are laying a
foundation because a solid founda-
tion can hold the numbers better
than a shaky foundation.

This year we celebrated that
both men and women are engaging
in Bible study and digging deeper
in the Word of God. We cele-
brated that three people committed
or recommitted their lives to Jesus
Christ through confirmation
classes. We were blessed to see
four tweeners give their lives to
Christ through Club 456 and Vaca-
tion Bible School. We have seen
young moms make a connection
with other moms and hear the Gos-
pel through the MOPS ministry.

Many of them got plugged into a
Bible study for the first time this
fall. We have seen the preschool
ministry grow and intentionally
share the love of Christ with the
families involved. We have also
been blessed to have more and more
college students plugging into wor-
ship and service through this con-
gregation.

This is just a snapshot of what
God has been doing in the life of
this congregation. It is important
for all of us to know that Kingdom
building takes time and we need all
of us working together to accom-
plish God’s will for us. The role
you have played this year through
praying, plugging in, giving, serv-
ing, and sharing the love of Christ is
significant as we continue in minis-
try together. We know God has
blessed us with the evidence of
souls being saved this year and no
amount of money is too great for
that. So, I must say to you again,
“Thank you for giving to the Lord.”

Blessings,
Samv
Pastor Sam
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Sunday School

When, where, why and by
whom was the first Sunday School
first established? Robert Raikes
(1735-1811), an Anglican layman,
is remembered as the pioneer of
Sunday Schools. He was not the
first to set up a Sunday School, but
his work wushered in Sunday
Schools as a national institution in
England. Robert Raikes was con-
cerned about the poorer children in
his city of Gloucester, England.
Many of these children were
spending a lot of time on the
streets while the parents were
working or in prison. Gangs of
children were roaming the streets
creating havoc. Soon these chil-
dren were following in the paths of
their parents...a life of crime and
prison time. Raikes once com-
mented, “The world marches forth
on the feet of little children.” He
was so moved by the plight of
these children that he sought to
change their station in society for
the better by teaching them the
principles of morality, cleanliness
and basic Christian teaching. In
July 1780, Robert Raikes, along
with a local pastor named Thomas
Stock, opened a Sunday School at
St. Mary le Crpyt in Gloucester.
He hired four local women to serve
as teachers and on Sunday morn-
ings the children were to come
with “clean faces and combed
hair” for reading lessons from 10
am to 2 pm with 1 hour for lunch
(which was provided) and then
they were to report to the church
and instructed in catechism until
5:30pm. In time, a transformation
took place among these children...
they felt good about themselves,
they began to behave responsibly,
and had a desire to better them-
selves. In 1784 John Wesley noted
in his Journal “I find these schools
springing up wherever 1 go. Per-
haps God may have some deeper
end therein than men are aware of.

Who knows but some of them may
become nurseries for Christians?”
He also noted, “I verily think these
Sunday Schools are one of the no-
blest specimens of charity which
have been set on foot in England
since William the Conqueror.” As
the saying goes...the rest is his-
tory!

John Wesley also knew the
importance of feeding the hun-
gry...those who were hungry
physically and spiritually. During
his ministry life he taught children
regularly starting in Savannah and
continuing after his return to Eng-
land. John and Charles Wesley
were both strong advocates of Sun-
day School and wrote literature,
prayers and hymns for children.
Luke Tyerman, an early biographer
of John Wesley, wrote “no man in
the nation took a greater interest in
the institution of Sunday School
than Wesley”.

Wesley understood that the
way of salvation to be one of life-
long nurture and learning. He
made it his goal to make accessible
to the people the means by which
to grow in sanctifying grace. He
continually stressed the necessity
of continued religious education.
Salvation for John Wesley (and all
Methodists) was seen “as a lifelong
process during which intentional
training and nurture in the faith
were essential at all ages and
stages of spiritual growth”. There-
fore, “Christians are made, not
born”.

So, how long has it been since
you have been to Sunday School?
Looking for a class to further your
education? Want to feel a closer
relationship with others seeking
God’s word? We have classes and
we have an empty chair with your
name on it! See you in Sunday

School!
Judy McCay

The SEEKERS adult discussion
group meets Sunday mornings at

9:15am. A variety of topics leads
to lively discussions. Visitors al-
ways welcomed.
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The series “Twelve Ordinary Men”
by John MacArthur continues. The
class meets in the Brides Room at
9:15am.
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Chrismon Trees

Chrismons are a type of
Christmas tree decoration used in
many churches and often in the
homes of Christians. The symbols
used represent a variety of biblical
and theological concepts that are
well known among most believers.
Often, if the ornaments on a
Christmas tree are comprised
mostly of Christian symbols, the
tree is known as a “Chrismon
Tree.” Homemade Chrismons are
white with gold decorations of
beads, ribbon, glitter, etc.

Donations of white and gold
ribbons, glitter, piping, beads, but-
tons, fabric, etc. will be
collected in il a bin in the
Fellowship Hall. Even
scraps  will be appreci-
ated.

On Sunday, November 14th at
4pm we will have a Chrismon
party where everyone is invited to
make Chrismons for the Sanctuary
and a children’s Chrismon tree.

Bring a friend and help us be-
gin the Advent/Christmas season
with hot chocolate and Christmas
carols.

For more information please
contact Carol Sumrell or Judy Al-
len.
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ﬁ November Ushers

7 Donnie & Mary Helen Lamb
14 Joan Poole & Dottie Hobbs
21 Ed & Sylvia Robertson
28 Wendell & Kay Abernathy
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Carolyn’s Corner

THANKFULNESS vs. despair

We are hard pressed on every side,
but not crushed;
perplexed, but not in despair;
persecuted, but not abandoned;
struck down, but not destroyed.
2 Corinthians 4: 8-9

We all go through hard times
in our lives—times when every-
thing seems to go wrong, one thing
right after another—Ilike the drip,
drip, drip of a leaky faucet or like a
blast from the hose. No one is ex-
empt, it happens to all of us even-
tually. Universally, life is full of
ups and downs. It is how we re-
spond to adversity or trials that
reflects the strength of our faith
and our ability to cope with the
situation. We can be bitter or an-
gry or depressed; we can deny the
reality of the situation which robs
us of the opportunity to learn
something from it.

In one of Ray Pritchard's (from
Keep Believing Ministries) ser-
mons he talks about 2 Corinthians
4:8-9 where Paul describes Chris-
tians' responses to the trials of life:
1. "hard pressed, but not crushed" -
like grapes in a winepress, the
pressures of life may squeeze us
but they don't squeeze the life out
of us.

2. "perplexed, but not in despair" -
sometimes we don't have the an-
swers, don't know what to do or
how to respond or even how to
pray. Take comfort in the knowl-
edge that even though we may be
confused, God is not. When we
are at our wit's end, God is just
getting started.

3. "persecuted, but not abandoned"
- there will always be some people
who disagree with what we do or
say. They may even seek to attack
our character and stir up other op-
position as the Jews did to Paul.
But we can remind ourselves of

God's promise to always be with
us. He tells us that in Matthew
28:21 - "I am with you always.”
As we go forward, He covers our
back. He will not abandon us.

4. "struck down, but not destroyed"
- sooner or later, the events of just
living will try us and we will get
hit with a powerful punch - loss,
pain, illness, etc. Being a Christian
or believing in God does not ex-
empt us from the blows that life
deals. We need to pray for victory
through trouble, not victory apart
from trouble.

One powerful response to
tough times is to practice the art of
being thankful. When things are
the hardest, name one thing that
you are thankful for right then. If
you can, continue to think of things
for which you are grateful. As you
become grounded and engrossed in
sincerely naming things, people,
and events, you will begin to no-
tice over time a change of attitude.
You may not be able to be thankful
for what has happened, but you
will begin to see the opportunities
that this trial has placed in your
path and how, with God's constant
presence, you can say "Yes" to life

once again.
Carolyn Burkholder

MUST Food Cans Instead
of Poinsettias

Due to the economic down-
turn, the Worship Committee has
decided to do something unique
this year for the Christmas season.
We are asking for cans of food for
MUST in lieu of asking for poin-
settias for our ‘“Honor/Memory
tree”.

We will collect cans of food

during No- vember and
December to give to
M UST = Ministries for
distribution in  January,
when  the need is the
greatest.

We will build a “Can Tree” on
the side wall of the sanctuary by
the pulpit. You may give the cans
in honor or memory of a loved
one.

Our goal is 2011 cans of food
in 2011.
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= November
g Coffee in the Corner

7 open
14 Roger & Barb Hague
21 Dana Pendleton
28 Sam & Susie Hayes

Turn clocks back 1 hr on Nov. 7

Advent starts the 4th Sunday prior to Christmas day (Sunday, Nov. 28) and is
a time to prepare our hearts for the coming of the King. To help prepare,
WUMC will be producing our own Advent Devotional Guide, a collection of

short stories, memories, or simple
friends. This is a great way to

Christmas and to strengthen your m
But, we can’t do it without YOU!

thoughts by our members and
experience the true meaning of
faith.

We need your short devotion

about a family tradition, a special moment in your life, a cherished Christmas
experience, a poem or song, or just something that you want to share that has
special meaning in your life.

Your devotion doesn’t have to be long—100 words or three to four para-
graphs is ideal. Email your story to dedereilly@comcast.net or call DeDe at
the church with any questions. The deadline is/was Monday, November 1st.
(Editors note: If you respond a couple of days late, as do many contributors to The

View, I'm sure that DeDe will accept it as I do.)
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The Elizabeth Bailey Day Circle will meet on Tuesday, November 2nd, 10am,
at the home of Margaret Jackson, 8951 Fincher Rd (Hwy 108), Waleska. The
program will be on the World Thank Offering. For info call 770-479-4158.
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November Celebrations

Birthdays

1 Mitchell Robinson
7 Mark Vance
8 Lamar Elliot
Jennifer Jackson
11 Sandra Anthony
14 Karen Beattie
Ruth Meihofer
20 John Christian
21 Harold Brown
Don Hottinger
23 Bagger Vance
25 Alex Wiggins
27 Doris Warwick
29 Adam Budd

Anniversaries

7 Dan & Carolyn Burkholder
14 Russ & Laynie Powell
21 Richard & Allison Evans

Waleska United Methodist Church
Hagan Chapel at Reinhardt College
7340 Reinhardt College Parkway
Waleska, GA 30183
770/479-4428

Web site: www.waleskaumc.com

The Rev. Sam Hamby
Pastor
wuml @reinhardt.edu
]

Patti Drago
Administrative Assistant
wum2@reinhardt.edu
[

Dennis Waldrep
Director of Music
[

DeDe Reilly
Director of Family Ministries
[

Dan Burkholder
Editor
danburk@windstream.net
[

Church hours: Mon.-Thurs., 9 a.m.-noon
Sunday School, 9:30 each Sunday
Worship, 10:30 each Sunday
Nursery provided

Building Better Marriages
Maintenance—Making Time to Take Care of our Marriage

Our home needs regular scheduled maintenance: Oops—the yard needs
mowing; the privet is overgrowing the fence again; a heat pump is over 20
years old. Our car is a ‘97—Hoses? AC? Transmission? Our bodies fare a
little better since our health crises a few years ago--See some doctor every
three months, phone pacemaker checks, six month blood work. Family rela-
tionships need nurturing—children, siblings, parents. Jobs require continuing
education, certifications and licensures—can’t let those requirements lapse,
can we?

Likewise, our marriages need regular scheduled maintenance. We say, “I
do,” and somehow expect our marriages to keep up with us as we fly through
our two lives with all the demands that pull us away from each other and the
joy we can experience as married partners in life. When we married, we made
some promises to each other before God and in the presence of our commu-
nity. As part of that community, we want to highlight a wonderful opportu-
nity for some scheduled maintenance for your marriage that will be fun and
meaningful.

In February, the world will be celebrating Valentine’s Day. Some of our
church couples will be going on a Marriage Getaway at Winshape Conference
Center at Berry College. The Georgia Chapter of Better Marriages presents a
weekend getaway each February. Registration will soon open and will be lim-
ited to fifty couples because of meeting room sizes. Check your calendars;
mark February 11-13, 2011 in RED. Make time to take care of your marriage.
Plan it—Do it—have fun—cherish. Join us.

Check details at www.bettermarriagesga.org. Explore making this com-
mitment to your marriage with your spouse knee fo knee. We ask the church
to pray for the couples who will commit to cherish each other through this
opportunity.

(Eddie and Sylvia Robertson are a Leader Couple with Better Marriages)

Did you know . . .

We are partnering with the youth of Fields Chapel UMC to collect Hal-
loween treats for our troops around the world. You can participate by bring-
ing your leftover candy, etc. to the preschool area. If you know of someone
serving in our armed forces , provide us with their name and mailing ad-
dress and we will send them a box of treats.
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