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Strength in Weakness 

A 
 couple weeks ago 

my family and I trav-

eled to our little 

beach vacation spot 

in the Tampa Bay area.  The kids 

were so excited to be heading to 

the ocean as they are 

getting old enough to 

remember previous trips.  

After we got settled in I 

promised Aaron that we 

would try to catch a 

crab.  The plan was to 

get a durable net and flashlight 

and wait for it to get dark.  After 

a couple nights of trying we fi-

nally got a crab in our net.  Eve-

ryone else had gone back to the 

room and was sitting out on the 

patio so I asked Aaron if he 

would like to carry the crab in 

the net.  He was so excited that 

he had caught a crab and he was 

proud to carry the net.  He could-

n't stop boasting about what he 

had accomplished.  I led the way 

with the flashlight and Aaron 

trailed behind holding the crab 

net.  Just as I was getting to the 

patio outside our room, Aaron 

came running past me scream-

ing, "I can't do it!  I can't do it!"  

He was empty handed as he had 

thrown the crab net down.  I 

went back and found the crab net 

laying on the sand and the crab 

sitting next to it.  Aaron's 

screaming and jumping around 

scared Aiden too and the next 

thing we knew we had two boys 

crying.  Although Aaron started 

out strong and was boasting 

about being a crab fisherman he 

succumbed to his fear of being 

pinched by a crab. 

Earlier this week I was read-

ing a passage in the Bible that 

made me think of this story from 

our vacation.  In 2 Corinthians 

12 Paul is talking about how he 

could boast about his experience, 

yet he would only boast 

about his weaknesses.  He 

mentions that he was 

given a "thorn in his 

flesh" to keep him from 

becoming proud.  Paul 

says in 2 Corinthians 12:8

-9, "Three different times I 

begged the Lord to take it away.  

Each time he said, 'My grace is 

all you need.  My power works 

best in weakness.'" 

Paul had learned that his ex-

periences and accomplishments 

were not because of his strengths 

or because he had any special 

abilities.  In fact he had his own 

weaknesses and struggles.  I can 

imagine that Paul had his own 

fears and insecurities just like 

you and me.  God reminded Paul 

that His grace was all he needed.  

God worked through Paul's 

weaknesses to accomplish God's 

will through Paul.  He says in 

verse 10, "That's why I take 

pleasure in my weaknesses, and 

in the insults, hardships, persecu-

tions, and troubles that I suffer 

for Christ.  For when I am weak, 

then I am strong." 

You and I have a lot of 

weaknesses and struggles in our 

lives.  Most of the time we want 

to keep all of that hidden from 

others.  We might even try to 

hide our weaknesses from God, 

but God already knows what 

they are.  In fact, Jesus told us 

that his power works best in 

weakness.  Don't be afraid to 

approach God because you have 

weaknesses in your life.  You 

don't need to clean yourself up 

before getting to know Christ.  In 

fact, you can't get yourself good 

enough, only Christ can do that 

for and through you.  Be real and 

let the light of Christ shine 

through you in all things, even 

your weaknesses. 

Aaron wanted to be tough 

and strong before the crab that 

was trapped in his net.  He 

wanted to show everyone that he 

was a great crab fisherman.  It 

wasn't until he threw down his 

net and said, "I can't do it" that I 

could help him and we could 

accomplish it together.  Christ 

wants to work through you in 

mighty ways.  Will you let him 

do it? 

 

Blessings, 

   Sam 

Pastor Sam 

 
August Sunday Servants 

 

Ushers 

     1st   Dan & Carolyn Burkholder 

     8th   Rick Whiteside 

   15th   (open) 

   22nd  Wendell & Kay Abernathy 

   29th   (open) 

 

Lemonade on 

the Lawn 

 

 

     1st   Dick & Pat Summers 

     8th   Joan Brosio & Nicole  

             Lawton 

   15th   Ernie & Susan Jarvis 

   22nd  Robert & Karen Brannum 

   29th   Eddie & Sylvia Robertson 
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New Worship Service “FireHouse 617” in the Sanctuary, beginning Sunday, 

September 12 at 6:17pm.  

  

The Administrative Council last May unanimously approved and has been pray-

ing for a Young Adult Ministry as submitted by Stephen Karafa.  One compo-

nent of this ministry will be to offer a Methodist 101: Young Adult Edition 

study.  Another component is an opportunity to worship aimed at 18-30 year 

olds (though not limited to that age group), acoustic in music style (hymns & 

praise), have liturgical elements (apostle’s creed, Lord’s prayer), earth-friendly 

(paperless), with sermons by Pastor Sam and others within our North Georgia 

Conference with a focus on teaching-preaching.  The FireHouse name repre-

sents the House of God that is on fire for the Lord and 617 because June 17th is 

John Wesley’s birthday.  If you are led to be a part of this endeavor to further 

involve our North Cherokee community in worship with your prayers, presence, 

gifts, service, and witness, we invite you to join us for “preparation prayer meet-

ings.”  Prayer meetings will be held in the Sanctuary every Tuesday in August 

beginning on the 3rd at 7:30pm.  For more info:  Stephen Karafa at 678-577-

9202 or Pastor Sam at 770-365-1341. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

F.A.N. Sunday on August 29th with “tailgating” dinner on the grounds.  Invite 

your friends, acquaintances, and neighbors, (F.A.N.) and wear your favorite 

team colors as college football season begins the following Sat-

urday.  Members are asked to bring a slaw, salad or side dish. 

BBQ main course will be pro- vided. New this year will be a  

Best Potato Salad and Best Cole Slaw contest.  For more 

info:  DeDe Reilly 404-493- 1683. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Reinhardt Sunday will be held at Waleska UMC in the Hagen Chapel on Au-

gust 22nd.  Come early to worship with our 400+ new neighbors settling in at 

Reinhardt University.  For more info:  Judy Allen 770-479-3958. 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

Nursery for children 0-3 years old 

is provided by trained and regular 

staff between 9:15-11:45am begin-

ning August 29 (only during 

10:30am worship in the summer. 

***************************** 

Children’s Sunday School is of-

fered for students ages 4 through 3rd 

grade every Sunday morning begin-

ning at 9:15am, August 29, using 

Faithweaver Curriculum and led by 

regular staff. The students then join 

their families  for 10:30am worship. 

***************************** 

Swamp Stomp Children’s Church 
for ages 4 through 3rd grade will 

r e s u m e on August 

29. We encourage 

chi ldren to worship 

with their f a m i l i e s 

d u r i n g the regular 

10:30am s e r v i c e 

until sermon time. Then they are 

invited to move to an adjacent facil-

ity to hear a developmentally appro-

priate sermon prepared especially 

for them by trained and loving staff. 

***************************** 

 

Looking 

Ahead 

 

Wednesday Night Fellowship Din-

ners, 5:45-6:45pm, will resume on 

September 15 through November 

17, then pick up again in January. 

For more info contact Donnie or 

Mary Helen Lamb at 678-386-9002. 

 

Club 456, for all 4th, 5th and 6th 

graders, will resume on Wednesday 

nights 6:45-7:45pm beginning Sep-

tember 15. For more info contact 

DeDe Reilly at 404-493-1683. 

 

Couples Small Group on Wednes-

day nights following fellowship 

dinners, 6:45-7:45pm. For info call 

Dr. Eddie and/or Sylvia Robertson 

at 770-479-8575. Free childcare is 

provided with Wednesday night 

programming. 

 

Weekday Preschool begins with 

Meet & Greet on Monday, August 

16. A few spots remain-see DeDe. 

WUMC is a family of faith who . . . worships God 

Family Ministry Training 

Wednesday, September 8, 6-7:30pm 

in the Fellowship Hall. Dinner will 

be served. Must be 6th grade or 

older and want to serve with chil-

dren. For more info, call or text Mrs. 

DeDe at 404-493-1683. 

***************************** 

Ladies Monday evening bible 

study begins September 27, 7-9pm, 

with Priscilla Shirer’s “One In A 

Million: Journey To Your Promised 

Land”. Childcare is not provided. 

Info: DeDe Reilly at 404-493-1683. 

***************************** 

Reinhardt University Wesley & 

Freshly Fellowship gatherings at 

WUMC on Tuesday, September 7th. 

For more info: Rev. Leigh Martin. 

MOPS, International for Mothers 

of  Preschoolers resumes August 28 

and meets on the 2nd and 4th Mon-

days, 9:30-11:30am. For more info 

call Laura Hamby at 770-479-4140. 

***************************** 

Ladies Wednesday morning bible 

study (childcare provided, pre-

registration required) begins on 

Wednesdays in September, 9:30-

11:30am, with Cindi Wood’s “The 

Frazzled Female: Finding Peace In 

The Midst of Daily Life”. For more 

info: Laura Hamby at 770-479-4140 

or DeDe Reilly at 404-493-1683. 

***************************** 

Be the One 
(coming in September) 
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Extreme Makeover 

 
We just returned from a visit to 

Texas to see our son and grandsons.  

While there, we went to Galveston and 

toured the city, finding the twenty plus 

tree sculptures that had been created 

from the remains of the hundred year 

old oaks destroyed in Hurricane Ike. It 

was heartbreaking to think of those 

majestic ancient beauties being broken 

and killed by the storm and the resi-

dents as they viewed the remains of 

their beloved trees. 

But, not to be beaten, they com-

missioned three artists with chainsaws 

to create beautiful art from the remain-

ing stumps of the trees.  They are in-

credible and quite lovely - birds, ani-

mals, statues, even a giant Great Dane.  

Who knew that such beauty was inside 

those old, old trees!  God knew, the 

residents suspected and the sculptors 

chiseled away the bruised and dam-

aged parts, bringing to light the inner 

beauty of each, formerly hidden be-

neath the bark. 

I Peter 3:3-4 says, "Your beauty 

should not come from outward adorn-

ment, such as braided hair and the 

wearing of gold jewelry and fine 

clothes.  Instead, it should be that of 

your inner self, the unfading beauty of 

a gentle and quiet spirit, which is of 

great worth in God's sight."  

With all the media attention on 

beauty and perfection, the pressure is 

on to spend more and more money and 

time on maintaining and enhancing 

our appearance.  Extreme Makeover 

shows on TV are very popular.  In 

2007 there were nearly 11 million 

cosmetic surgeries done in the U. S. 

alone.  Some people are so obsessed 

with perfecting their bodies that they 

take out loans and go thousands of 

dollars in debt to achieve the look they 

desire. 

What if we spent as much time, 

effort and money on becoming drop-

dead gorgeous on the inside?  What if 

we spent more time reading and study-

ing the Word of God, following Jesus' 

example and teachings, becoming a 

better neighbor and friend, getting rid 

of our hate, jealousies, resentments, 

and greed?  Do you think we would be 

      Carolyn’s Corner more beautiful to God if we were 

more loving, kind, forgiving and gen-

erous?  I Samuel 16:7 says, "Man 

looks at the outward appearance, but 

the Lord looks at the heart." 

Who knows what beauty is hidden 

under all that hurt and pain and protec-

tive shield we keep around ourselves.  

Chisel it away, break out from those 

layers that are imperfect and let your 

inner beauty shine forth.  Do an EX-

TREME MAKEOVER! 
—-Carolyn Burkholder 

 

Member Spotlight 

 

 

 

 
The purpose of this feature of  The 

View is to help members of our con-

gregation get to know each other bet-

ter. So, let’s meet ……….. 

          Ruth and David Burgess 

 

I would like to introduce you to 

Ruth and David Burgess.  They have 

described themselves as boring and 

just ordinary folks, but they aren’t 

sitting on the front porch watching the 

world go by!  They are very vibrant, 

active and full of living! 

Ruth and David met each other in 

the 8th grade; started dating in high 

school and the rest is history.  Yes, 

they were high school sweethearts and 

have been together ever since.  They 

both graduated from Osborne High 

School in Fair Oaks…two native 

Georgians still living close to home.  

They lived in west Cobb for 23 years 

and moved to Canton 16 years ago 

when they became “empty nesters”.  

They built an “old people’s home” (all 

on one level) and it is very beautiful 

home.                                                  

Listen up all of you who always 

dreamed of being a train engineer…

David was one!  Yes, he drove a long 

train and got to blow the whistle at 

every RR crossing!  After serving 3 

years in the Army, Ruth’s brother told 

David that the railroad was hiring and 

that he should look into getting a job 

with them.  He is retired now from the 

L&N Railroad.  He paid his dues to be 

able to blow that horn…he spent many 

days on the road away from home and 

his family. 

Ruth spent 39 years as a regis-

tered nurse at Kennestone Hospital.  

From the time she was a little girl she 

knew that she wanted to be a nurse 

and she lived out her dream.  Today 

she is the program person for the Ken-

nestone Retiree’s Club.  She is active 

in working for the Cobb-Douglas 

Mental Health program by collecting 

holiday gifts and personal need items 

thru out the year.  She also serves on 

the History Committee at Kennestone 

Hospital.  Recently she dug out her 

uniform and cap from the 60’s and 

participated in a parade celebrating 

Kennestone’s 60th birthday! 

They both love being retired.  

David enjoys fishing especially with 

the grandchildren (they have a boy and 

a girl).  Ruth says that David is very 

handy to have around the house; he is 

a great one to get things done.  Actu-

ally, I think Ruth tells him what needs 

to be done and he does it!  He has built 

some of the set designs and wall deco-

rations at Cherokee Christian School 

where his grandchildren attend.   

Ruth is active in the Laurel Gar-

den Club and her yard is a product of 

that activity.  Once again, David helps 

out in the yard department (that is 

called hardscape). 

They both enjoy traveling and 

have visited every state in this won-

derful country.  They have also trav-

eled to Europe and the Bahamas. 

They have 2 children…a daughter 

who lives in Woodstock with her fam-

ily and a son (and wife) who lives in 

Massachusetts. 

The next time you see Ruth and 

David stop and say hello.  If you don’t 

know them, introduce yourself to 

them.  Make a new friend in Christ! 

Ruth and David Burgess 

2151 Old Orchard Lane 

Canton, Ga. 30114 

770-720-1912 

 (article and picture by Judy McCay) 
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Worship, 10:30 each Sunday 

Nursery provided 

Are You A Good Steward? 
When I signed up to be a good 

steward in God’s world, I never 

dreamed that He would ask me to save 

a turtle!  I was hoping for something 

more important and more profound 

but, yes, that is exactly what He asked 

me to do.  Last Sunday as we were 

heading to church there was a huge 

turtle the size of a dinner plate right in 

the middle of Hwy 108.   Cars were 

whizzing along at 55+ mph and not 

paying any attention to that poor turtle 

trying to slowly get to the other side.  I 

knew that if I didn’t do some-

thing he would be a mashed 

turtle!  Just another statistic in 

God’s kingdom!  I begged my 

husband to please stop and turn 

around so that I could go back 

and save that turtle.  He is a good man 

so he did as he was told!  Now, can 

you imagine what the passers-by must 

have thought when they saw me wad-

ing in weeds up to my knees dressed 

in my Sunday best trying to get to that 

poor turtle! 

I carried that turtle to the side of 

the road and gave him a little shove…

little did I know that the steep em-

bankment would become the “Slide 

for Life” on the Six Flags of Hwy 108!  

Here is this turtle cart wheeling head 

Family Celebrations 
 

August  

Birthdays 

 

          1st   Dan Burkholder 

                Ken Richardson 

          5th   Martha Ayer 

          8th   Bill Newsom 

                 Danna Pendleton 

        14th   Michael Newsom 

        15th   Ruth Hammond 

                Maize Smith 

        16th   Heather Robinson 

       22nd   Mary Helen Lamb 

                 Harriet Love 

        23rd   Don Wisdom 

        24th   Donna Golder 

                Nicholas Lawton 

                Joan Poole 

        30th   Norma Patton 

                Rod Patton 

        31st    Steve McCay 

 

 

August 

Anniversaries 

 

   1st Tony & Barbara Wehunt 

   2nd Don & Marcie Hottinger 

   9th Ernie & Karen Beattie 

 15th Chuck & Stacey Knight 

 Ken & Carol Smith 

 24th Ray & Nancy Bolick 

 26th Geoff & Mary Jo Smith 

 27th Tom & Brandi Grogan 

******************************* 

JULIETS – Meet August 12th – Join us 

for lunch. For details contact Martha 

Ayer – 770-479-6303 

ROMEOS – We’ll resume 

our monthly lunches in September. 

over heels with arms, legs, tail and 

head going in all directions!  As he 

bounced off a tree and rolled over on 

his back, I could hear him say, “Whee, 

that was fun, let’s do it again!”  I slid 

down the hill, picked him up, carried 

him over into the woods, gave him a 

little pat and told him to be on his 

way…no more rides! 

When that turtle goes to the great 

turtle heaven in the sky and stands 

before his maker I hope he says, “If it 

weren’t for that crazy lady on that 

particular Sunday morning I would 

have ended up a turtle pancake on 

Hwy 108.  She was a good stew-

ard of God’s kingdom.” 

We have all been charged with 

taking care of God’s world.  We 

are His hands and feet.  We are 

His words.  When asked to do a job 

for God’s kingdom, do it with joy in 

your heart no matter how big or small 

that job may be.  We can make a dif-

ference in this world. 

(Disclaimer:  This story is absolutely 

true.  I will not divulge where on Hwy 

108 that this incident took place…I 

wish to protect the location of that 

turtle!) 

Submitted by Judy McCay 

Congratulations to Sam and Susie 

Hayes on the birth of daughter 

Rowan Victoria Hayes. She was born 

on Sunday, July 18 at 4:14am. She 

weighed in at 6 lbs., 10 oz. and was 

20 in. long. 

 

 

Rowan joins sister Darby in the 

Hayes household. 


